The cation of the complex title salt, [Zn(C 13 (7) ], and two N and one O atom in the equatorial plane [range of angles: 115.17 (7)-122.42 (3) ]. The dihedral angle between the imidazole and aniline rings is 23.86 (5) . In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the components into a three-dimensional network.
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S1. Structural commentary
The heterocycles azole and benzazole have been of interest in several important functions in biological systems (EsparzaRuiz et al., 2011; Eltayeb et al., 2011) . benzimidazole compounds show a variety of biological properties such as inhibitory activities against enteroviruses and antibacterials (Xue et al., 2011; Chassaing et al., 2008; Sánchez-Guadarrama et al., 2009) . Transition metal complexes with benzimidazole derivatives have been studied as models of some important biological molecules (Podunavac-Kuzmonovic et al., 1999) . Motivated by these studies, the title complex has been synthesized and characterized by X-ray crystallography.
In the title complex, the Zn II atom lies on a two-fold axis and is coordinated by one O atom and four N atoms of two bidentate imidazoleaniline ligands, forming a distorted trigonal bipyrdmidal geometry. The axial Zn1-N17 bond distance of 2.2147 (17) Å is longer than the equatorial Zn1-N2 distance of 2.0421 (11) Å. The N17-Zn1-N17 i axial angle is 166.24 (7)°, and the angles of two N and one O atom in the equatorial plane is within the range of 115.17 (7) and 122.42 (3)°. The dihedral angle between the imidazole and aniline rings in the coordinated bidentate ligand is 23.86 (5)°.
In the crystal, intermolecular N-H···O and O-H···O hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a three-dimensional network.
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
To a stirred solution of 2-(2-aminophenyl)-1H-benzimidazole (0.188 g, 0.9 mmol) in EtOH (20 ml) was added a solution of zinc nitrate hexahydrate (0.089 g, 0.3 mmol) in EtOH (10 mL) at 60 °. After 24 h of reflux, the color of solution turned yellow. The product was isolated as a pale yellow powder by removing the solvent. Yellow single crystals of the title complex were obtained from its methanol solution by slow evaporation of the solvent at room temperature within several days.
S3. Refinement
H atoms on NH, NH 2 , and OH 2 groups were located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely [refined N-H distances = 0.74 (2)-0.87 (2), O-H = 0.77 (2)Å]. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model, with d(C-H) = 0.93 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
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Figure 1
Molecular structure of the title complex, showing the atom-numbering scheme and 30% probability ellipsoids. 
Special details

